more sober i^tinstians wno regaraea me ceremony in a purely religious light. One cup of wine, well watered, had to serve for the whole of the martyrs. She merely walked round, placing it on each tomb, and taking a reverential sip. Then she returned; leaving the wine and cakes, it seems, for the general festivity. Ambrose often congratulated Augustine on his mother.
Thus the service of St. Ambrose in the conversion of Augustine was restricted to a removal of his difficulties about the Old Testament. But the service was a very important one. As a result of it, Augustine now took up the Scriptures in a new spirit, and began at length to find a profound wisdom in the stories of Genesis. His attitude towards Christianity was greatly changed. As he so happily expresses it, he now felt that Christianity was not defeated, yet not a victor ; not defeated by Manichean criticism, yet not victorious over his besetting difficulties about evil and spirituality. Augustine was never exacting in the matter of evidence. He had inherited a rare and enviable gift from his mother. As amade their way to
